EQUIPPED FOR EVERY GOOD WORK
SESSION FOUR:

SCRIPTURE’S FORMATIVE AUTHORITY






unique authoritative

the witness without parallel




C teaching

J auctoritas







. practice of faith

. art







Charitable reading requires considerable effort. It 1s easier to
dispense with the difficult text. Those who regard a text as
religiously authoritative are willing to sustain that effort,
because they perceive it in some sense as a gift from God.

~Ellen Davis



"We read neither with a kind of blind and thoughtless obedience to
every word of scripture, as if it simply represented the mind of God,
nor do we read with that rather priggish sensibility that desires to look
down on the authors of scripture as benighted savages. We read with
a sense of our own benighted savagery in receiving God's gift, and
our solidarity with those writers of scripture caught up in the blazing
fire of God's gift who yet struggle with 1t, misapprehend it, and
misread it"

~Rowan Williams




“The quarrels we undertake must be kept 1n perspective, because none
of those quarrels concerns this holy character unduly. What counts is
that we were not there at the outset of creation and will not be there
at the curfew; our life between the outset and the curfew 1s the gift of
the One who calls us not to assault neighbor but to be on our way in

wonder, love and praise.”
~Walter Brueggemann




Luke 18:18-30

From Early Church to the Prosperity Gospel

Which Script? Abundance or Scarcity

Which Path? Generosity or Selfishness (Luke 12)

The full witness of Scripture: Psalm 24, Philippians 4:12-13, 1 Timothy 6:6-11

Scripture’s Formative Authority—How would the God we know 1n Christ form us?
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